Present and future of maternal mortality in Latin America.
Twenty-three thousand maternal deaths per year in Latin America and the Caribbean reflects clearly the critical situation in this part of the world. Although we don't know exactly how many women die every year from pregnancy and childbirth, it is clear that the majority of these women are from low socioeconomic backgrounds, live in remote places and have a low level of education. Hemorrhages, infections and hypertension induced by pregnancy are the most common causes of maternal mortality. These pathologies can in many cases be prevented if there is a will for a positive change that involves different sectors related with health. The role of the scientific societies, and the role of FIGO through the 'Save the Mothers' Project are of extreme importance, assuming a chief role and compromise that can help in the right way to be able to revert this situation.